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FOR WE CAN DO NOTHING AGAINST THE 


TRUTH, BUT FOR THE TRUTH. 


p \HE queſtion that Pilate put is our 


5 Lord, What is truth? is of in- 
finite importance, whether the enquirer 
underſtood it or not. I hope, that each 
of us in the preſence of God, are in earneſt 
in this enquiry, What is truth? I do not 


| intend to take up much of your time, by 


way of introduction, but come as ſoon 
as I can, to what is included in the words 


of our text, which I intend, through divine 


aſſiſtance, to ſpeak from. You will obſerve, 
that the words are deſigned as a reaſon, 
which the apoſtle gives unto the believing 
8 B Corinthians, 
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Corinthians, to juſtify himſelf in ſome parts 
of his conduct. There were ſome in the 


Corinthian church, who had charged the 


apoſtle, with being a deceiver, and an 


impoſtor, who having artfully ingratiated 
himſelf into their favour, now took the 


advantage of it. He therefore declares, in 
the beginning of this chapter, that he had. 
purpoſed once and again, yea, this was the 


third time, to come unto them. And when 
he came unto them, as they had called in 


queſtion his apoſtleſhip, he ſhould give 
them ſome evidence and demonſtration of 
the truth of the ſame, and was afraid 
that he ſhould have occaſion to uſe ſome 
ſharpneſs, which was not ſo agreeable unto 


himſelf ; but as they ſought a proof of his 
apoſtleſhip, he would refer them to one, 


which they had with them already, and 
that was his uſefulneſs amongſt them as a 
miniſter of Chriſt, and as an apoſtle of the 
Lord. For the ſeal of his apoſtleſhip, _ 
were they in the Lord. Hence he exhorts 
them in the following verſes, to examine 
themſelves, whether they were in the faith, 


for 


JT 


U 


truth, and ſhew you what the apoſtle t means 
thereby or includes therein. 


be ſaid to be againſt the truth. 


kl. 
for they Who are moſt ready to judge others, | 
lock fo much' abroad, that they look too 
little at home. Therefore, he bids them 
examine themſelves, whether they were in 
the faith; and gives them a criterion 
whereby they might judge of themſelves. 
For, ſays he, © Chriſt is in you except ye 
*'be reprobates.” And he alfo prave: for 


them, that they might be preſerved from 


evil, and that they might be approved of 
God; however; he was diſapproved of them 
And then the words that I firſt read, are «4 
Fought as a reaſon for his conduct, and | 
of his writing thus unto them, and his 
prayer for them.” Fc or, fays he, «© We can 
« do nothing againſt the truth, but for 
te the truth.” In opening theſe words, I 
ſhall attend unto the four following things. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall TE upon the word 


2 O 


Secondly, Point out unto you ſome 
the actions of men, that may with propriet ty ; 


1 Thirdly, 
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3 Third! ö Shew what: is included in the 
apoſtle 8 reaſoning in the text, For we 
e can do nothing againſt the truth, but 
. for the truth.“ up 
| _ Fourthly and Laſtly, Conclude with ſome 


reflections ſuited to o the preſent occaſion. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall kg a | little upon the. 


4 word truth, and ſhew you what the apoſtle 

means thereby. In doing this, I will at- : 
1 tend unto theſe three things. Firſt, Point 

4 out unto you ſome of the particular branches L 

1 of truth, which are of the greateſt j Impors 3 
1 tance, and which the apoſtle might have in 7 
1 3 view in the words of our text. Secondly, 

Notice ſome of the peculiar properties of 


truth. And Thirdly, Shall lay before you 
ſome general rules, whereby you may diſ- 
_— truth from error. 


TS 1 ſhall point unto you, ſome of 
the branches of truth, which are of the 
_ greateſt importance, and which the apoſtle 


might have 1 in view in the words of our text. 
BY: 


"wv ed DADS IE TIENTS 
/ * 


x L WNW * , | —_ — * ͤ— = : 
* D * 2 eren . 1 — , 3 . 3 ̃ Es 2 c * 
—— * ; . * * e 2 888 J 
© NE. * CO Pohl ++ LDL WES: Ir 45 N . x 8 8 — > : - PS 0 
"O78; 2 - * ne 
I * - 
+ F . 
N * © * . 


el bod ee + . — 
= 


2 2 
* 


ts 3 


'By truth! in the general acceptation of the : . 
word, we are to underſtand that which i is 


per fect, good, juſt, right, and equitable. 
It is put for the moſt perfect eſſence, or 
the moſt abſolute perfection. Hence God 
is called the God of truth. As ſuch the 
pſalmiſt addreſſes him in Pſal. xxxi. 5. 
Thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord God 
« of truth.” It is alſo put for the 
faithfulneſs of God in keeping of his 


promiſes. Hence the pfſalmiſt ſays, 


Pfal. c. 5. His truth endureth to all 


« generations.” And fo the church ſpeaks, 


Micah vu. 20. Thou wilt, perform the 
ce truth unto Jacob.“ And, indeed, it is 


the conſideration of the truth and faithful- 


neſs of God, -that encourages the believer 
in his addreſſes to God's throne ; knowing 


that he is faithful who has ſpoken it, who 


alſo will do it. By the truth, ſometimes 


we are to underſtand, integrity, upright- 


neſs and ſincerity, void of deceit or diſ- 
| ſembling. Hence the apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 
v. 8, © Therefore let us keep the feaſt, not 
0 B 3 with 


63 


« with old leaven, neither with the leaven 
| of malice and wickedneſs, but with the | 


« 6c unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth. 
And it was the happineſs of Hezekiah that 


he could appeal unto the Lord when the 


meſſenger of death was ſent unto him, as 

in Iſa. xxxviii. 3.0 I have walked before 
« thee in truth.” And Jeremiah conſiders 
the Lord as having his eyes upon all ſuch, 
* 0 Lord, ” ſays he, © are not thine eyes 


40 upon the truth?“ Jerem. v. 3. Thou 


doſt regard the truth. Indeed, the eye of 
the Lord is upon the truth in a goſpel 
ſenſe: upon goſpel truth: upon the profeſ- 


ſors of the truth: upon the ſcriptures of 


truth: upon thoſe that live and walk agree- 


able unto the truth; and to give ſucceſs 


unto the publiſhing of the truth. And 
his eyes are upon the truth, in reſpect to 


integrity and uprightneſs amongſt men. 


For the Lord approves of this. Or by 
truth, we are more generally to underſtand, 


the whole of true religion, both doctrinal, 


experimental and practical. Hence ſays 
our 


wy 
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our Lord, «© T hy word is truth,” John 
xvii. 17. the whole of God's word is truth. _ 
And faith. the apoſtle, 925 Have heard 

before by the word of, truth Ref - 
« the goſpel ;” Col. i. * and the goſpel gz 
being truth, and the word of truth, the 
apoſtle therefore writing unto the Galatiaps | 
aſks, * Who hath bewitched you that ye 
* ſhould not obey the truth ?” Gal. m. 1. 
Theſe general obſervations upon the import 
of the word, may lead us to an impartial 
enquiry, after the particular branches of 
goſpel truth. And in the firſt plate, the 
doctrine of the trinity is one of the parti- 
cular articles, or in other words, it is one 
of the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, or 
the word of truth. This doctrine, hath 
been denicd in ages paſt, and is denied 
by many in the preſent day. But it is 
fully afſerted by the apoſtle in the 1 John 
v. 7. © There are three that bear record 


7 % N 5 ” ” - * , ko Y 4 5 2 ** Ns — 2 185 * * * a * a \ © * * * * 
. 7 $ „ „ GIN” 2 2 « - 
7 "I 0s L 1 
0 . „ s - 
6. * - . - 4 J * 
— 7 * 1 
> 5 4 

F2 5 GI. «& 2 0 

£ x 3 . — 

« % 7 * 

f | ES 
* : \ 
» 
: 


e in heaven, the Father, the Word; and 


« the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. 
It is a doctrine for our faith to receive, 
| B 4 | but 


l : a 8 64 4.97 
=, 28 9 3 I a. — 5 2 * 2 


— bv) I ae ET PEAS 8 
7 > - oo troy a et n & 
Fc * * — 2 ; 
x = A a 4 
1 
pa * 1 
VS. N MAW" > A 
tg ” - : 2 -$ 
my 
9 * * * 
13 4 
3 N 


. : a 4 * * Y 8 


but not for our reaſon to explain. Reaſon 
: is not a competent judge of it. But if we 
„ believe that the ſcriptures are the word of 
God, we may, we ought to receive it upon 
the authority and ſole teſtimony of divine 
revelation. And' I am verily perſuaded, 
that unleſs we do believe that doctrine, as 
it is revealed in the divine oracles, we can 
have no conſiſtent ideas, of any of the 
doctrines of the goſpel. With this doc- 
trine, there is inſeparably connected, the 
_ divinity of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
is a fundamental article of the Chriſtian 
faith. A foundation, upon which the 
whole fabric of ſalvation is built. If we 
take away this, all muſt fall. I know not 
any doctrine, which we receive as an article 
of the Chriſtian faith, which is worth 
hearing, or from whence we can derive any 
ſolid comfort or conſolation, if the doc- 
trine of the divinity of Chriſt is taken 
away. And if we deny the doctrine of 
the trinity, we muſt deny the divinity of 
Chriſt, This article of the Chriſtian faith, 


12 nd 

I fully and plainly ae in the firſt ac 
of the church of England, where it is ex- 
preſſly ſaid, That in the unity of the 


* podhead, there be three perſons, of one 


C ſubſtance, power and eternity, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghoſt,” But 
II. Another particular doctrine of the 
truth, or doctrine of the goſpel, is election. 
A doctrine, which is plainly laid down in 
| God's word. It would be endleſs almoſt 
to cite paſſages where we are taught this 
truth. This is a doctrine greatly oppoſed 
in the preſent day, and the moſt dreadful 
conſequences charged upon it, as leading 
men to licentious practices, encouraging 
the practice of fin, opening a door to licen- 
tiouſneſs; and even many, who pretend to 
be advocates for it, yet are by no means 
advocates for preaching it. They think, 
that men may make a bad uſe of it; that 
they may draw wrong concluſions from it; 
and hence they artfully conceal that truth 
which in the ſeventeenth article of the 
church of England is fully ſtated, and is 
n 


1 „ 1 


declared, To be a doctrine full of hook; £4 


< pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort.” The 
apoſtle writing to the Epheſians, declares 
chat this is the foundation of all, and there- 
fore in chap. i. 3. and following verſes 
ſays, Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 


« us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 


ec places in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord.” There 


is the ſaints mercy. They are bleſſed with 


all ſpiritual bleſſings. And how? where 
3s their ſecurity for the enjoyment of theſe 
bleſſings? why it lies here, in their being 
the elect of God. According as he hath 
* choſen us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that we ſhould be holy 
e and without blame before him in love.” 
So the apoſtle writing to the Romans, ch. 
xi. 5. where he is ſpeaking of the rejection 


of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles, 


he tells us, that though the Jews as a 
nation were rejected, yet not one of the 
objects of divine love amongſt them was. 
« For even fo at this preſent time alſo,” 


ſaith 


3 
8 

AP 8 
N 
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Gith he, U there i is a remmant according to 
the election of grace. And ſo the 
apoſtle Peter (1 ep. i. 2.) writes to the 
ſaints who were ſcattered abroad, under 
the character of the ele# : * Elect accord- 
T ing to the fore-knowledge of God.” 
III. The doctrine of original fin, is ano- 
ther branch of divine truth, and which is 
fully ſet forth in the ſacred word. The 
apoſtle therefore, writing unto the Romans 
(chap. v. 19.) ſays, By one man's diſ- 
ce obedience many were made ſinners; 
and in the 12th verſe, By one man ſin 
< entered into the world, and death by ſin, 
and ſo death hath paſſed upon all men, 
te for that all have ſinned,” or in whom all 
have ſinned. * Original fin, conſiſts in 
e the imputation of Adam's tranſgreſſion 
* to his poſterity, and in the corruption 
6c and deprovity a our natures : we hav- 
5 "whe is s the root © ereoy boa tranſ⸗ 
« greſſion,“ and this is fally ſtated in the 
ninth article of the church of England. But 
IV. Juſtifica- 
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Tv. Juſtification i is another article of the 


A Chriſtian faith, and a branch of divine ö 
truth, and which we ſhould contend. ear- | 
neſtly for. And this, perhaps, is a ddc- 


trine of as great importance as any of the 
doctrines of the goſpel; and a doctrine, 
which has been as much conteſted. As to 
the matter of a ſinner's juſtification in the 


fight of God, how can man be juſt with 


God? is a queſtion of the greateſt impor- 


tance. For, if we are not juſt with God, 


we muſt be unjuſt with him: and if we 


are found unjuſt, what will be the conſe- 


quence? we muſt be baniſhed from the 
preſence of God, with © Depart ye curſed.” 
Juſtification by works is what the greateſt 


part of mankind contend for, and expect 


upon the foundation of their own works 


and ſervices. But the apoſtle declares, 
* By the deeds of the law can no fleſh 


« hving be juſtified,” And he tells in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, how a man is juſti- 
fied, © Even” ſays he, © as David deſcribeth 


2 * the bleſſedneſs of the man, to whom the 


ce Lord 


E 8 
de Lord all not impute ſin ; but unto 
« whom he imputeth righteouſneſs without 
* works,” Juſtification may be conſidered 
in a threefold ſenſe: juſtification before 
| | God; juſtification i in thecourt of conſcience: 
and j uſtification before men. Juſtification 
before God, is by the imputed righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt : his obedience being reckoned 
over unto us. For as the apoſtle writes 
to the Corinthians, Chriſt was made 
« fin for us who knew no fin, that 
«© we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
« God in him.” - Juſtification in the court 
of conſcience, is what the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of, Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by faith, 
«© we have peace with God, through our 
5 Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” And juſtification 
before men, is what the apoſtle , James 
ſpeaks of, when he ſays, © Was not Abra- 
ham our father juſtified by works ?” and 
unleſs we make theſe diſtinctions, in the 
article of juſtifcation, we can never con- 
ſiſtently underſtand the ſacred pages. The 
eleventh article of the church of England, 

18 


= IN 5 14 24 
is full and plain in the matter of juſtifica- 
tion, where we have theſe words, We 
J counted righteous before God, only 
« for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
« Jeſus Chriſt” And that works have 
no ſhare in our juſtification, 18 as plainly N 
aſſerted and proved, in the twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and fourteenth articles of the church 
of England, where not only the notion of 
the Papiſts, concerning juſtification by 
works, of the works of ſupererogation, and 
the like, is confuted; but alſo, all the 
works and ſervices of the creature are ex- 
cluded, as being neither in whole nor in 
part, the matter of their joſtifitation'? in the” 
fight of God. 
V. Salvation alone by Chriſt, is another 
doctrine of the goſpel, and branch of 
divine truth, which we ſhould contend for. 
The apoſtle declares, That there is no 
<« other name given under heaven amongſt 
« men; whereby we can be ſaved; neither is 
<« there ſalvation in any other.“ And to 
this purpoſe is the eighteenth article of the 
1 church 
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church of England; which runs in: theſe 
words, They; alſo are to be held ac- 
wh curſed, who preſume. to.ſay, that: every- 
* man ſhall: be. ſaved, by the law: or ſect 
c which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be dili- 
cc gent: to frame his life according to · that 
e law, and the light of: nature, for the 
<«« holy ſcripture, do ſet out unto us only 
« the name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby men 
e muſt be.ſaved;” And indeed, if ſalva- 
tion was not wholly by. Chriſt, we could 
not be ſaved at all. Conſider what is ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. Salvation, you know, 
neceſſarily ſuppoſeth miſery: that the ob- 
jects of ſalvation are in a loſt and miſerable 
ſtate, which is really our caſe. For, if 
we. have tr anſgreſſed the holy and righ- | 
teous law, if tranſgreſſing the law, expoſes 
us to the curſe of it, and if God is a holy 
and: righteous God, then, without We have 
a righteouſneſs adequate to the require- 
ments of the law, and can ſatisfy divine 
juſtice for the ſins we have been guilty of, | 
it is; impoſlible for us to. be ſaved : we muſt 
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ber that wrath which our fins and tranſ- 
greſſions have incurred. This is our de- 
plorable caſe, Therefore each of us have 
cauſe to cry out with Poter,. 23 Lord ſave 
ce or I periſh.” . 5 

VI. Redemption is another article 


of the Chriſtian faith, and a ſpecial 
branch of divine truth, which we ſhould 


contend for. The apoſtle tells us, who is 
the author of redemption, and what is in- 


_ cluded init, Ephel. i. 7. © In whom,” fays 
| he, © we have redemption through his 


195 blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, ac- 


* cording to the riches of his grace.” And 


faith the apoſtle Peter, Foraſmuch as ye 


„ know, that ye are not redeemed with 


<« corruptible things, as filver and gold, 
from your vain converſation received by 


* tradition from your fathers ; but with 


« the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
« Lamb offered without ſpot unto God.” 
Without ſheding of blood there is no 
« remiſſion.” There was no remiſſion typi- 


.cally under the law, without the ſheding 
| of 


„5 1 

of blood; and the ſheding of the blood of 
the ſacrifice under the law, typified the 
ſheding of Chriſt's blood: by whoſe blood, 
there is redemption from ſin and in no 
other way. And with this doctrine, agrees 
the thirty-firſt article of the church of 
England, where it is ſaid, © The offering 
« of Chriſt once made, is that perfect re- 
e demption, Propitiation and ſarisfaCtion 
« for fin.” 
VII. The doctrine of candification, 
is an article of the Chriſtian faith, and 
a ſpecial branch of divine truth; and 
this includes in it the whole work of the 
divine ſpirit: it takes in ſeveral branches, 
as regeneration, illumination, converſion 
and the like. Sanctification, ſometimes 
intends indeed, the act of God the Father, 
in chooſing: as in the beginning of Jude, 
where we are ſaid to be ſanctified by God 
the Father. The word properly ſignifies, 
to ſet apart. And the people of God, are 
ſometimes called holy upon that account: 
becauſe of their being ſet apart by God the 
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Father, as thoſe things, and perſons, and 
ſervices under the law, were called holy 
unto the Lord, becauſe they were ſet 


apart by the Lord. But in the more 
general acceptation of the word, we are to 


underſtand the work of the divine Spirit in 

enlightning, converting, renewing, in be- 
ginning and carrying on the work of grace 
upon the heart; and this is beautifully ex- 
preſſed, in the ſeventeenth article of the 
church of England, where after ſpeaking 
of election as the root, it ſpeaks of ſancti- 
fication as the fruit, ſpringing from it. 
% Wherefore they which be endowed with 


OY ſo excellent a benefit of God, they are 
* called according to God's purpoſe, by 
„ his Spirit working in due ſeaſon.” 


VIII. The perſeverance of the faints, is 


by many in the preſent day denied, and the 


contrary poſitively aſſerted, that notwith- 
ſtanding ſinners may be made the children 
of God by adoption and partakers of di- 
vine grace, yet they may fall from that 


grace, they may loſe it, and after all may 
periſh 


1 
periſh eternally. But this is contrary to 
the expreſs words of our Lord, John x. 27. 
I give unto my ſheep eternal life, and 
e they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
e pluck them out of my hand.“ And 
_ agreeable to this, the apoſtle ſpeaks in 
Phil. i. 6. Being confident of this very 
„ thing, that he that hath begun a good 
work in you, will perform it until the 
« day of Chriſt.” And this is plainly 
intimated, yea declared, in another part of 
the ſeventeenth article of the church of 
England: for after having aſſerted the doc- 
trine of election. and effectual calling, it 
adds, as relative to the ſame ſubjects, . At 
length, by God's mercy, they attain to 
« everlaſting felicity.” There is a beauti- 
ful connexion in this article between elec- 


tion, effectual callin g, and glorificationt — > 


They are joined together, and therefore it 
is an article full and comprehenſive. 
IX. The impotency of man's will, is 
alſo an article of truth and plainly and 
fully aſſerted in the word of truth. In the 
1 various 


WW 
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various parts 5 it our Lord declares, 
Without me ye can do nothing. We 
are not ſufficient of ourſelves, ſo much 
as to ſpeak a good word or think a good 
59 thought * and nothing can be more 
expreſſive of this, than the tenth article of 
the church of England, where it is ſaid, 
* The condition of man, after the fall of 
« Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
<< prepare himſelf, by his own natural 
e ſtrength and good works, to faith and 
* calling upon God. Wherefore we have 
« no power to do good works, pleaſant 
and acceptable to God, without the 
4 grace of God by Chriſt preventing Us, 
that we may have a good will, and Work- 
e ing with us when we have that good 
„ will.” This is quite agrecable to what 
the apoſtle declares, © For it is God who 
de worketh in us, both to will and to do of 
« his own good pleaſure.” 80 
X. The reſurrection is another article 
of the Chriſtian faith, and an important 


truth, which is fully ſtated by the apoſtle 
1 Cor, 


—— Rates. cw. 
EE ds 
1 Cor. xv. and plainly laid down in the 
fourth article of the church of England, 
for though that peculiarly hath reſpect to 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, yet the apoſtle 
writing to the Corinthians declares, the 
reſurrection of Chriſt affords encou- 
ragement, or aſſurance rather to the 
ſaints, of the reſurrection of their bodies. 
Theſe are ſome of the important doctrines 
of goſpel truth, revealed in the ſcriptures 
and laid down in that form of ſound words, 
the doctrinal articles of the church f 
England. I come now "7 oo 
Secondly, To take notice of ſome of the 
PpPeculiar properties of divine truth. And 
"zi Truth is the offspring of heaven: it 
is a beam of deity. God is the God of 
truth: he is truth itſelf, and the author of 
all truth in his creatures. Therefore the 
pſalmiſt faith Pfal. Ivii. 2. © God ſhall ſend 
forth his mercy and truth.” He is the 
author of truth in his creatures, and that 
revelation. which he hath given of himſelf, 
which is a revelation of truth, came from 
C4 : him, 
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him, was delivered by his direction and is 
under his direction, as to the efficacy and 
energy of the publication thereof. The 
apoſtle therefore ſpeaking of God's judg- 


4 
E a 


ment declares Rom. ii. 2. © But we are 


« aſſured that the judgment of God, is 
« according to truth.” For he is a God 


of truth, what he doth is in truth. Thete- - 


fore truth is of divine original. But 

II. Truth is beautiful in itſelf, and need- 
eth none of the ornaments or embeliſh- 
ments of language. It needeth nothing to 
recommend it. Truth always appears beſt 


in its own native dreſs. We can never, 


by human art, diſplay the beauties of it. 


Though the beauties of it may in ſome 


meaſure be vailed thereby. The pſalmiſt ap- 
pears to be in love with. truth in its native 

ſimplicity or native dreſs; as in Pſ. Ixxi. 22. 
« ] will praiſe thee with the plaltery, even 
e thy truth, O my God.” As much as if 
he had faid, I will admire the diſplays of 
thy love, thy mercy and grace, in a way 
of truth and righteouſneſs, wherein thou 


haſt 
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haſt made known thyſelf unto n | 
ſuch a way as that thy truth and righteouſ- 
neſs are glorified. Bunt ES 

III. The truth will ho all op : 
and live i in the fire of perſecution, Error 
and falſhood, will not bear ſuch a.tndl. 
You know, the apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
faith of the ſaints, ſaith, The trial of 
« their faith, being much more' precious | 
« than of gold which periſheth, though it 
ebe tried in the fire, may be found to 
<< praiſe, and unto honor and glory, at the 
« appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
And if ſo much may be ſaid of their faith, 
no doubt as much may be faid of that 
which is the object of their faith which is 
the truth: this their faith hath to do with, 
even the truth. For faith is converſant 
with the truth: with the truth of God's 
promiſes: with the truth of God's word, 
in all the glorious branches thereof. And 
we have ſeen in many inſtances, or at leaſt 
have heard with our cars, what great things, 
God hath done in times of old, now the 
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ſaints have been ſupported in the profeſſion. 
that they have made of the truth. They _ 
would not, they-could not deny it, nor do 
ſo much againſt it as to depart from it. 
When they have been in the midſt of the 

flames, they have gloried in it, counted it 
both their privilege and honor, that they 

were called to bear ſuch a public, ſuch an 
open teſtimony to the truth, and to ſeal it 
with their blood. And this indeed, many 
of our firſt reformers from popery did. 
Theſe very doctrines, which are now ridi- 
culed, which many count as ſo many bands 
about them, as ſo many clogs and incum- 
brances to religion, I ſay, theſe our firſt re- 
formers, not only ſhowed their approbation 
of, by ſubſcribing their names to them, but 
they ſealed the truth of them with their 
very blood. Truth I fay then, hath this 
peculiar property, it will live in the fire, 
live were error and falſhood muſt die. But 
IV. Truth is unchangeable, it is in vari- 
ably the ſame in all ages. It cannot change. 
The doctrines of truth are the ſame now as 
ever 


N 


niform, harmo- 
"© nious and en It! 18 true indeed, in 
different periods of time, in different ages, 
there hath been a greater or à leſſer 
diſplay of divine truth: it hath appear- 
ed 'more openly, or hath been more re- 
ſerved, in the profeſſion and knowledge of 
it; but truth is OD in Nef and 
ever will be ſo. 

V. The * gives fortitude acl bold- 
neſs to the profeſſors of it. A man may 
ſuffer with boldneſs in a good cauſe. 
Whereas a man in a bad cauſe is many times 
-afrad. And 5 
VI. and laſtly, The truth bring ſhame 
and diſgrace in the end, upon the oppoſers 
of it; and this it hath done at all times 
and will do ſo to the end. 

Thirdly, I ſhall lay before you ſome ge- 
neral rules, whereby, you may ms os 
truth from error. And 

I. The goſpel of truth, is conſiſtent and 
harmonious in all its parts. It is not ſuch 
a jargon, or confuſion, as the ſchemes of 
' 7 men 
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men are, and as the ſermons of 0 many men 
| are too. But! it is conſiſtent in all its parts, 
one doctrine does not oppoſe another; but 
they all agree 5 together, from election to 
glorification. 
II. The goſpel of truth 3 is conſiſtent with 
all God's perfections. Love, mercy, good- 
neſs, righteouſneſs, truth, holineſs, all the 
perfections of God, ſhine forth in the goſ- 
pel, in the revelation that 1s made of 
peace and pardon, of life and, ſal vation, 
therein: ſo that the pſalmiſt tells us, ſpeak- 
ing of the perſon of Chriſt, in whoſe face, 
goſpel grace and truth ſhine, that mercy 
and truth have met together in him : righ- 
teouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other : 
they embrace each other, and meet toge- 
ther in the perſon of Chriſt. | 

III. The goſpel of truth always debaſes 
the creature, always lays the man, the ſin- 
ner low : whereas error, always exalts the 
creature and raiſes the finner high. And 
indeed the ſchemes of men, have been cal- 
culated for this end. But goſpel truth, or 
goſpel 


— calculi: forthe auby: 
ſing the creature, and laying the man low 
in his own eyes, therefore, we may in ſome 
meaſure, judge of doctrine by this. Does 
1t exalt the creature in the ſenſe of this 
natural power, free will, and acquired good- 
neſs? or does it debaſe him? doth it make 
the creature appear to be nothing at all, 
and Chriſt all in all? 'or .does it make 
Chriſt little or nothing at all and'the crea- 
ture all? or muſt the creature join with 
Chriſt, and as ſome ſay, go hand in hand 
with him in the matter of ſalvation? If 
this is the caſe, it is not the doctrine of the 
goſpel. For the doctrines of the goſpel, 
always debaſes the creature. 
IV. The goſpel of truth, gives glory to 
God— to God the Father, it gives glory to 
God the Son, and it gives glory to God the 
Holy Ghoſt. It exalts the Lord, in the 
glorious diſplay of his righteous perfections, 
in his wiſdom, love, mercy, goodneſs and 
truth. It always ſets the crown of glory, 
upon the head of Jeſus Chriſt. 
VT; The 


4 ” i TY 225 * 5 bat 


1 28 1 
V. The goſpel of truth, promotes the , 
Fs fe of the ſaints. Though it may be 
true indeed in ſome ſenſe, as ſome have aſ- 
ſerted, that a doctrine is never the more 
true, for being comfortable. But however, 
this we may venture to affirm, that that 
doctrine cannot be true, that ſtrikes at the 
root of goſpel comfort, or the comfort 
which ariſes from the goſſ pel. The Lord 
ſays, © Fear not, for I am with thee, be 
< not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will 
ce help thee, yea I will ſtrengthen thee, 
« yea I will uphold thee with: the right 
% hand of my righteouſneſs.” Therefore 
the doctrine that ſays, the Lord will be 
worſe than his word: that he may depart. 
from the believer : that he may leave him to 
periſh eternally ; and that though he was 
his God once, he will be ſo more, is not, 
nor can it be, a doctrine of the goſpel. 
The goſpel of truth promotes the com- 
fort of the. ſaints, as it ſets forth the 
ſecurity and happineſs of God's people, as 
they are intereſted in the obedience and 
ſufferings 


| ting of Chriſt, as they are intereſted 
in the love of the Holy Ghoſt, and are 
the ſubjects of his divine influence, who, 
as he has begun a work of grace in their 
hearts, will carry it on to the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And therefore, the goſpel of truth, 
is that which 3 the comfort of the 


ſaints. 
VI. and aſtly, The gospel of truth, is 


An according to godlineſs, for as it 


promotes comfort in the hearts of the ſaints, 


ſo it promotes goſpel obedience in the lives 
of the ſaints. Indeed, it does not promote 
legal obedience, a working for life, in order 
to procure the enjoyment of the divine 


favor and heaven and eternal happineſs at 
laſt. No, the faith of God's people, 


views that as coming in another way. 
and ſecured unto them in a better man- 
ner than they are capable of doing it, by 
their works and ſervices; therefore they 
expect it not this way. But this doctrine, 
influences men to love God, to hate 
ſin, and to endeavor to glorify God, 


and 
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and to do all the good in the world, Pe. 
they can. Theſe are the natural influences 
of the doctrine of truth. Now I fay, that 
goſpel truth is according to godlineſs. 
Whatever ſome may ſay, that if theſe 
things are true, then men may live as they 
liſt; they may throw the reins upon the 
neck of their luſts, and may run on in the 
practice of ſin and folly. But they know 
nothing of the powerful influence of theſe 
doctrines, who talk at this rate: nor have 
theſe doctrines in themſelves any ſuch ten- 
dency, unleſs it can be proved, that the 
more favours I freely receive from a per- 
ſon, the more I may affront him, and yet 
be juſtified, by a peculiar promiſe from 
him, that he will never withdraw his fa- 
vor; and therefore, as he has promiſed 
thus much, I may do as I will; I need 
not fear loſing an intereſt in his friendſhip, 
fince I look upon him to be faithful, and 
he will not withdraw his favor and favor- 
able tokens from me. But, is not this 
* very ſtrange? would men treat a 
creature 


: . EY T 
creature in this manner? would they not 
find, that the daily bounties beſtowed upon 
them, and the ſecurity that is given to them, 
of the enjoyment of them, would rather 
incite them to love and gratitude; than 
provoke or encourage ſuch a conduct? 
Thus, I apprehend by theſe general rules, 
we may in ſome meaſure diſtinguiſh truth 
from error. But I come now to the 
Second thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, 
that is, to point out unto. you, ſome of 
thoſe actions of men, that are evidently 
againſt the truth; for, ſaith the apoſtle, 
We can do nothing againſt the truth, 
* but for the truth.” The apoſtle here 
is ſpeaking of himſelf, and the reſt of the 
apoſtles. His words neceſſarily imply, 
that there were ſome, who did act againſt 
the truth; and ſo much the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes fully in other places: and the fol- 
lowing things or acts, may be ſaid to be 
_— the truth, or men may be ſaid to 

be acting againſt the truth, when _ do 
the — things. As | 


| When | 
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1. When men ks oppoſe the ik | 
and the propagation of it. And indeed, | 
the - truth hath in all ages been more or 
leſs oppoſed, though not always openly. 
Sometimes it has been more privately, but 


many times, it has been openly oppoſed, 


as Elymas the ſorcerer did, Acts xiii. 8. 
he ſought to turn away the deputy from 


the faith, and ſo do many ſeek to turn 
away others from the faith. The words 


of Paul to the ſorcerer, in verſe 1 o, belong 
to all ſuch, © O full of all ſubtilty, and 
ce all miſchief, thou child of the devil, 


« thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, wilt 


« thou not ceaſe to pervert the ways of 


« the Lord?” 


II. When men uſe carnal policy in- 


ſtead of godly ſimplicity, this is againſt 


the truth. I have already hinted, the 
truth needs nothing of this ſort to up- 


hold it. Carnal policy, in matters of re- 


ligion, always doth more harm than good. 
The apoſtle declares, that he would uſe 
none of this: nor had he uſed any of it; 
and 


* 


4 * 7 


” * 2 
: abt 


BY... } 3 n * * # A 8 + . - CS tte 150 "LA. * 2 
e * n / p 4 1 
: * een * N 9 Pry ak * as 3 * : * 9 — » Ls 2 * = 
N r 7 8 D 9 
R 3 : 
4 £ oy $3 i * Fa 
* - 


Te 1 


and therefore faith, in 2 Cole iv. 2. „But 


« we have renounced the hidden things 


te of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, 
te nor handling the word of God deceit- 


40 fully; but by manifeſtation of the Spirit, 


have commended ourſelves to every man's 
ge conſcience in the ſight of God.“ Many 
miniſters ſpeak, as if they were afraid the 
people ſhould underſtand them, and know 
what they mean. They are afraid to ſpeak 
plain goſpel, for fear they ſhould do miſ- 


chief by it; and therefore they are always 
mincing the matter, delivering themſelves 
in dark and doubtful phraſes; and in- 
ſtead of goſpel language, we have elegant 
_ expreſſions, the flowers of rhetoric, and 


the words of man's wiſdom ; and thus 
the ears of men are many times tickled, 


while their underſtandings remain in dark- 
neſs. But though this may ſatisfy ſome, | 


who have more taſte for elegant words, 
than for religion; it can never ſatisfy a 


hungry ſoul. What would it avail a man, 


whoſe appetite was keen, to have a fine 
— 1 dith 


F-34"4 
| diſh decorated and ornamented brought 
before him, and no food in it ? ſurely, - he 
would rather prize the moſt homely diſh, 
with food ſuited to his taſte, than > any 
thing of that fort. But | 

III. When men under a 8 of 
the truth, live-in ſin, theſe alſo act againſt 
the truth. Theſe are ſuch, that who are 
ſaid, to © hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 5 
For though I have already obſerved, the 
doctrines of grace have no ſuch tendency, 
as to encourage licentiouſneſs; yet from 
the carnal reaſoning of men, the corrup- | 
tion that is in our hearts and natures, and 
through the temptations of the devil, men 
may make an abuſe of the doctrines of 
the goſpel, and ſome men do ſo. For, if f 
ſatan could make uſe of the word of Gd 
to Chriſt, in order to draw him to an act 
of rebellion againſt his Father, and idola- 
try, in falling down to worſhip him, and 
to diſtruſt his Father's providing for him 
in the ordinary courſe of providence: ſo 
many people will make uſe of the doc- 
trines | 


„ 


; ines of grace, and encourage carnal coti- 


clufions from them: And theref6re, if a 


man ſhall ſay, if he is elected he ſhall be 
ſaved he does not queſtion his being e- 
- lected, — that God has done great things for 
him, —talks highly of the doctrines of the 


goſpel, and yet lives in the filthy practice 


of ſin and wickedneſs; no doubt that man 


doth great harm to the truth: he acts 


againſt the truth, by holding the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs. And therefore, the apoſ- 
tle gives ſundry exhortations to thoſe to 
whom he was writing, only, ſaith lie, 


% Let your converſation. be as becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt.“ And in Epheſ. 
iv. 1. I therefore, the priſoner of tlie 
Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk worthy 


* of the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 
ö; + 20 Oe | 
IV. The uſing of carnal weapons, 


inſtead 'of the ſword of the Spirit, 18 


againſt the truth, and not for the truth. 
The apoſtle ſays, The weapons | of our 


-M warfare are' not carnal, but they are 


„„ mighty 
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IF; mighty through God, to the pn" 
„ down of the ſtrong holds of fin and 
« ſatan.” But we muſt always diſtinguiſh 
between intollerance and perſecution, and 
the due execution of the laws of Chriſt. 
_ Chriſt, as king in Zion, hath given laws 
unto his church. And we have one of 
them delivered by Paul in Titus iii. 10. 
A man that is an heretic, after the firſt 
1 5 and ſecond admonition, reject. And 
he gives further direction to the T heſſa- 
lonians, in his ſecond epiſtle, chap. iii. 14. 
If any man obey not our word by this 
< epiſtle, note that man, and have no 
* company with him, that he may be 
* aſhamed.” Paul did not go about to 
perſecute any; but under the direction of 
Chriſt, he eſtablifhed wholeſome diſcipline 
in the church of God. And it is plain 
from the word of God, that the church is 
inveſted with power and authority to ex- 
clude from her communion, any who err 
in the fundamental doctrines of the goſpel; 
and that without perſecuting their per- 
| ſions. 


— 


5 


12 


ſons. Perſecution, no doubt, is contrary 
to the ſpirit and genius of the goſpel: in 
every reſpect, contrary to the foundation 
of the kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
But the church of God is not without laws 
for its order and diſcipline, and for the 
excluding of thoſe whom the apoſtle calls 
heretics. There has indeed been a thorny 
_ controverſy about what is hereſy. Men 
will make that hereſy which is not agree- 
able with their own ſentiments. But if we 
lay this all aſide, and attend to the word of 
God, we ſhall there find what hereſy is. 
He that denieth the Father and the Son, - 
he who ſays, that Jeſus Chriſt is not God, 
what can we think of ſuch a man? can 
he be a friend to Chriſt, or any enemy 
unto Chriſt? undoubtedly, he muſt be an 
enemy unto Chriſt, for he ſtrikes at the 
very vitals of the Chriſtian religion, and 
ſaps the very foundation upon which all 
the other branches of ſalvation ſtand, No 
doubt but ſuch a perſon incurs the cenſure - 
of the church of Chriſt, Do we not, as 
| 53 independent 


independent churches, maintain this, that 
the church hath a right to deal with her 
members ? why then. is there ſuch an out- 
cry in the preſent day againſt wholeſome 
diſcipline, in reſpect to the church of Eng- 
land, and the conſtitution of our nation, 
both in church and ſtate ? I will not ſay, 
nor do I believe, that the church of Eng- 
land, or our conſtitution in the ſtate, is 
without ſome defects. Neither am I about to 
plead for the penal laws, which have been 
ſo much the ſubject of conteſt. They are 
rather lugged into the controverſy of late. 
As the application to parliament had no 
reſpect to the penal laws, no application 
was made to that honorable houſe for the 
repeal of them, and therefore whence come 
all the ſlander and reproach that has been 
cait upon thoſe that oppoſe this applica- 
tion, aſſerting, that they are the ſubjects 
of a ſpirit of intollerence ? the penal laws 
would remain juſt the ſame as they are, 
ſuppoſing this had paſſed into a law. But 
this is what ſhall be taken notice of here, 
| _ after, 


'E: 39% ] 
after. The friends of goſpel truth would 
have appeared in a much better light, had 
they aimed to have got the penal laws re- 
pealed, inſtead of articles of goſpel grace 
and truth ſet aſide. I have only hinted this 
to obviate that imputation of intollerance 
and perſecution. And I freely own, I 
ſhould' be glad if the penal laws were ſome 
of them removed, and the whole adapted 
to the apoſtle's exhortation, A man that 
is an heretic after the firſt and ſecond 
* admonition, reject,” 

V. An unwarrantable ban with 
the enemies of Chriſt is againſt the truth. 
Pray pardon me in what I am going to 
obſerve, becauſe it is not what hath lately 
truck my mind, but is the fruit of my 
ſettled judgment, that ſuch a connection 
as hath been eſtabliſhed, and is fill 
pleaded for among diſſenters, wherein, A- 
rians, Socinians, Arminians, Sabellians, 
and Calviniſts, are all connected together, 
is unwarrantable. This is contrary to 
the exhortation of the apoſtle, Come 

—— 94 Out 
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* out nay: among them, and be ye ſe⸗ 
When he exhorted them to 
come out from among them, it neceſſarily 


implied, that they did. wrong in ſtaying 
among them. 


Fou may remember, no 
doubt, the league that Jehoſhaphat entered 
into with Ahab, the wicked king of Iſrael, 
2 Chron. xvin. 3. I am,” faith Jehoſha- 
phat 'to Ahab, as thou art, and my. 
% people as thy people, and we will be 
e with thee. in the war.” A haſty con- 
cluſion, but he had time to repent of it, 
and ſaw reaſon ſo to do. For what ſaith 
the Lord to him, chap. xix. 2. © Shouldſt 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that 
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon 
* thee from before the Lord.” Nor did he 


fare better when he joined himſelf with 


Ahaziah, to build ſhips, as in chap. xx. 35. 


for, faith the Lord to him in the 37th ver, 


% Beeauſe thou haſt joined thyſelf with 
% Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy 
% works.” And the ſhips were broken, 
that "ey were not able to go to Tarſhiſh. 
Therefore 
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Therefore, ſay not a ee with Avi 
that lay or cry a confederacy, but ſee that 
| the ground of your connections are war- 

ranted by the word of God, or the Lord 
will break your works. | 

VI. A cowardly Atta of is nigh 
from political views, is acting againſt the 
truth. The apoſtle condemns this prac- 
tice in Gal. vi. 12. As many as deſire. 

% to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, they 
* conſtrain you to be circumciſed, only 
<« left they ſhould ſuffer perſecution for 
* the croſs of Chriſt.” The late applica- 
tion to parliament, is a tacit denial of the 
truth, by thoſe who profeſs themſelves to 
be Calviniſts, and to believe the doctrines 
of divine grace. The promoters of it 
are too nearly a-kin to thoſe the apoſtle 

ſpeaks of in Gal. ii. 4, 5. and that, 
« Becauſe of falſe brethren unawares 

*© brought in, who came in privily to ſpy 
« out our liberty, which we have in Chriſt 
Fc. Jonny: that they might bring us into 

10 * bondage, 
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$6: bondage, to whom we a place by 
et ſubjection, no, not for an hour, that the 
$6 papa of the goſpel might continue with 


e you Had they conſidered the i import 


of the apoſtle's words, and the deſign of 
his conduct, they might bave ſaved them- 
ſelves the diſgrace they have conſequently 
fallen under, from keeping ſuch bad com- 


Fay But 


Thirdly, T ſhall attend to the SM of 
the apoſtle's reaſoning in the text, for we 
c can do nothing againſt the truth, but for 
ce the truth.“ Ithink it will be acknowledged, 


that what I have already mentioned, under 


the laſt head, is againſt the truth. The 
meaning of the apoſtle, 1s not that they were 
infallible, and therefore could not fall or 
do any thing, that was wrong as men. 
The argument runs thus, as we know the 
truth ſavingly ourſelves, as we deſire that 
others may know the truth, as we love the 
God of truth, and are concerned for and 
in the cauſe of truth, therefore „ we 

cc can 


ta 


& can do nothing againſt the truth, but 
for the tg Here are five 2 


ſuggeſted: 


I. We can ls bing againſt the aiithan 
of truth. Were we to proceed in the 
manner which ſome have, we ſhould op- 
poſe God, who is the God of truth. This 


we cannot do. 
II. We can do nothing inn the pro- 
feſſors of the truth. We will not ſtumble 


them. We will not ſtagger them, We will 
not weaken their hands. No, but we will 


rather ſtrengthen their feeble knees. 
III. We can do nothing to hinder the 


ſpread of truth, but rather to forward the 


progreſs of truth. 


IV. We can do nothing whereby we 
| ſhall betray the cauſe of truth. They be- 


tray the cauſe of truth, who openly join the 
enemies of it, or cowardly diſſert the cauſe 
of truth ]s truth concerned in the matter? 


then we can do nothing whereby the ſpread 


of it may be retarded. „ 
V. We 


r 
SL #® 
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v. We can do nothing 1 to ſupport error, in 
oppoſition to truth. Where we ſee the cauſe 
of God concerned, and ſee the truth is likely 
to fall under diſgrace, or the ſpread of it be 
retarded, or an opportunity given for the 
ſpread and propagation of error, ſurely in 
ſuch a caſe, where truth lies at ſtake, we 
ſhould beſtir ourſelves, and come to the 
concluſion the apoſtle does here, we can 
« do nothing againſt the truth but for the 
« truth.” Thus I have attended to the 
three general obſervations which I laid 
down. I now come to the : 

Fourth and laſt, And that is to make 
ſome brief reflections ſuited to the preſent 50 


* occaſion. And 


I. If truth is fo valuable, let us ſearch 
after it as after hidden treaſure. Let us 
purſue the direction of Solomon, Prov. ii. 
i—5. © My ſon if thou wilt receive my 
„ words, and hide my commandments 
e with thee; ſo that thou encline thine ear 
“ unto wiſdom, and apply thy heart to 
£ underſtanding, if thou ſearcheſt after 
0 knowledge, 


- 
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_ ** knowledge, and Lifteſt up thy voice for 
« underſtanding, if thou ſeekeſt for her 
as filver and ſearcheſt for her as hid 
0. treaſure, then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
« fear of the Lord, and find the know- - 
« ledge of God.” Surely truth is worth 
enquiring after. Perhaps we have never 
earneſtly enquired after it yet. It may be 
we are contented with the religion of our 
forefathers, and have not fearched our 
bibles for ourſelves. Let us ſee that our 
creed be conſiſtent with truth, receive no- 
thing, however, recommended by men, but 
what will bear the teft of God's word, and 
notwithſtanding the cry that has been 
made, I declare I would not receive one of 
the doctrinal articles of the church of Eng- 
land, if it were not founded CR the 
word of truth. But 
II. Be careful that you be not 84 
away with the fair pretenſions of liberty 
and Chriſtian charity, when under ſuch 
ſpecious covering, there is the greateſt 
| oppoſition. to and enmity againſt Chriſt. 
Error 


oy 
by 


„„ 
Error and falſehood ſeek covering. Truth 
needs none; but error muſt always have 


ſome gloſs upon it, in order to con- 


ceal it. And the worſt of actions are of- 
ten covered under the faireft pretenſions. 
Therefore, let us not judge according to 
the outward appearance, but judge ** 
teous judgment. 

III. Let us not be n in our 
contending for the truth, by the malice 
and ſcurrilous reflections of men. To be 
a perſecutor, really is what J abhor, but 


to be charged with being one unjuſtly, is 


what I do not regard. If men take but a 
ſuperficial view of things, and will not ex- 


amine into the ground of them, they may 
be deceived; but if they examine into the 
ground of them, and attend to all the la- 


tent circumſtances that attend them, they 
may be better informed. 17 
Laſtly, Let our zeal for the truth be 
mixed with true Chriſtian charity, and 
bounded by the word of God. Throw a 
mantle of love over the weakneſs of our 
| brethren. 
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brethren, Fall not out with them about 
the circumſtantials of religion, but pray 
for that time, when the watchmen upon 
mount Ephraim ſhall fee eye to eye. But 
at the ſame time, give up no eſſential doc- 
trine of the goſpel, but © contend earneſt- 
« ly for the faith, that was once delivered 
* to the ſaints. 5 Buy the truth, and ſell 
it not. Yea, though the enemies of truth 
aim to bribe you with the ſpecious pretence 
of liberty, yet ever remember, Truth en- 
« dureth and is always ſtrong : it liveth 
and conquereth for evermore. Great is 
g truth, and mighty above all things. 
«© Bleſſed be the God of truth.” Glory be 
to Jeſus, who is the truth. Praiſed be the 
holy Spirit, who leadeth us into all truth. 
1 ſhall conclude with the words of dur 
text, For we can do nothing againſt the 
« truth, but for the truth.” The covenant 
God of grace and truth be with you all; + 
Amen. | | 


e 


TO THE ORTHODOX PARTY, WHO JOINED IN THE 
LATE APPLICATION TO PARLIAMENT. 


ö 


GENTLEMEN, 

FEE worth of mercies are often beſt known 
| by the want of them. The full ſtomach 
oaths the honey-comb, but to the hungry every 
bitter thing is ſweet. How thankful were our 
forefathers for mercies, which their prodigal ſons 
now unthankfully caſt away, and wantonly de- 
fpiſe ? how did they rejoice, when that jubilee 
year came (the glorious revolution) which de- 
livered them from Popiſh tyranny, and blind 
bigotry, and eſtabliſhed. them in the enjoyment 
of their religious privileges, in a manner unknown 
before that happy period! then could they adopt 
the language of the church in Pfalm cxxvi. 
When the Lord turned again the captivity of 

| | | % Lion, 


**% ; 1 
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6 Zion, we were like them that dream, then 
« was our mouth filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with ſinging · then ſaid they among 
&« the heathen, the Lord hath done great things 
„ for them; yea, ſaith the church, the Lord 
% hath done great things for us, whereof we are 
« glad. Such was the grateful language of the 
original Proteſtant diſſenters, when their captive 
chain was taken off, and they brought forth into 
that large place, the act of toleration opened 
unto them. Their way was then made plain 5 
before them, and every ſtumbling block removed 
from them. The act of toleration did indeed 
ſuit our forefathers, for they believed the things 
contained in that form of ſound words, the doc- 
trinal articles of the church of England, and all 
their true- born ſons, are of the ſame mind. But 
there is a ſpurious race ſprung up amongſt us: 
children of the bond- woman, and not of the free- 
woman; whoſe abominable principles have been 
hatched in the warm ſun-ſhine of proſperity. 
Though they arrogate to themſelves the name 
of Chriſtians, yet they have bid adieu to the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, and in the room thereof 


have adopted only a refined ſyſtem of Heatheniſm. 


And to favour the propagation of their new dòc- 
trines, they deny every branch of evangelical 
truth, and plant their helliſh engines againſt that 
na aa of the Proteſtant re}; gion, the doctrinal 
| * - articles 
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articles of the chawrch of England; whereby they 
attempt to demoliſh the truths of our holy reli- 
gion. But after all their wicked, and (thank 
God) fruitleſs attempts, they would have us yet 
believe they mean no harm, With theſe men, 
my brethren, you have unhappily joined in the 
late application, through a miſtaken zeal © for 
c the common principles of liberty ;? but the | 
liberty you plead for, is licentiouſneſs, and not 
true liberty. Lawleſs liberty will always prove a 
tyrant. The reſtraining ſuch pretended princi- 
ples of liberty, 1s the ſecurity of honeſt men in 
their perſons, property, and profeſſion. Real 
religion will live, when human laws are againſt 
it. Yet, it is no inconſiderable bleſſing, to have 
the law to favour it: and no ſmall crime to at- 
tempt to throw down the outward fortification, 
which God in his providence hath ſet up. It is 
true, the Lord can ſupport the truth without the 
aid of human laws, and overthrow it, though 
ever ſo well ſupported by human laws. Yet as 
rational beings, we ſhould be careful how we 
venture on an ocean unknown to us, leſt for 
want of wiſdom to guide the veſſel in dangerous 
ſeas, we fall upon Teac unknown rock, and are 
daſhed to pieces. 

Can you juſtify your late conduct by one ſcrip- 
ture example? did Paul, or Peter, or John, or 
any of the apoſtles of the Lamb, ever join with 

| | any 
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any or the falls apoities? what fellowſhip bach 
light with darkneſs ? or what agreement can 


there be between Chriſt and Belial, or between a 
miniſter of Chriſt, a child of God, and an open 


| infidel | ? You lay, charity. ſhould be exerciſed to 


all. True, but our charity ſhould always be 
regulated by God's word. True- charity doth 
not oblige us to think well of every perſon, with 
or without a cauſe. We may, we ought to wiſh 
well, and to do good to mens perſons, while we 
need not become advocates for their principles, 
or do any thing to favour the propagation of 
them. An unſcriptural charity is a great enemy 
to true religion. It hath done more harm than 
the penal laws. This is a weed which hath 
ſprung up in the garden of profeſſors, and hath 
ſhot up to ſuch a luxuriant height, that many 
have miſtaken it for the heavenly plant of Chriſ- 
tian charity, Art and policy are concealed 
under the painted appearance of love, peace, and 
unity, which tend to root out the true love of 
the ſaints, the peace of Jeruſalem, and the unity 
of the body of Chrift. For whoever cannot- 
acknowledge all profeſſors by the bulk, as brethren 
in Chrift, whether they have the real appearance 
of Chriſtianity in doctrine and practice or not, 
is now branded as an uncharitable man. Who- 
ever cannot bear their doctrines and practices, : 


nor ſtrike hands at all events, with all who call 
E. 2 themſelves 
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| themſelves Chriſtians, muſt be charged with op- 
poſing the unity of the church of God. Who- 
ever ſtands up for the truth of the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, muſt be reproached as a breaker of peace, 
as a perſon of a perſecuting and intolerant ſpirit. 
And thus the true charity of Chriſt is degraded, | 
becauſe it refuſes to join with that ſpurious cha- 


rity, which like a notorious harlot, is common 


to all. True charity, proceeds from the love of 
God, and is regulated by his word: it reſpects 
all mankind as fellow creatures, all moral men 
as good neighbours, and all who believe and love 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and bear the image of 


Chriſt, as brethren in the kingdom of God. The 
image of an Heathen moraliſt in an Arian or So- 
cinian, is not ſufficient to recommend that perſon 
as a Chriſtian; nor is it agreeable to the charity 


of a Chriſtian, a: to eſteem him, ane join with 


him. 
But while you boaſt of your a che 
to the * common principle of liberty,” you for- 


get, how little your own conduct correſponds 


| therewith. For if your late application originated 
from this principle, as you would have us be. 


heve, the general courſe of your conduct is very 7 
inconſiſtent therewith. Do you not exclude 
whom you pleaſe from your connections, without 


| giving any reaſons why, or ſuch as are worſe than 


none? are not many godly miniſters denied the 
benefit 
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| benefit of "mn charity, merely becuaſe thay: 5 
are not of your own body, when by a decree of 
your own, you have made it impoſſible for them. 
78 d to be connected with you? is not the royal boun- 
. ty for Proteſtant diſſenters in general? why is it 
|: then diſpoſed of, to ſerve your own party pur- 
Poſes only? why is the greater part of it (if 
nmon report be true) never accounted for at 
all? ? fince the commencement of the late affair, 
have you not taken every mean, low, baſe. me- 
thod, to traduce your oppoſers, and render tlem 
as contemptible as poſſible, though their charac- 
ters ſtand equally fair as yours, and their abilities 
for real uſefulneſs as conſpicuous? have you not 
25 | made uſe of every artifice to deceive the hongur--- 
N able houſe of lords and c mmons, reſpecting 8 
2 i perſons who oppoſed you? have you not artfully „ 
endeavoured to conceal the number of diſſenting 
a | miniſters in the kingdom, and cut off one third 
| part of them, to make the ſeven hundred you 
: have ſo much boaſted of, appear more pmpous, | 
_ while a very great number of them you have 
5 as on your liſt, are under the very ſame pre- 
dieament, for which you have cut off the reſt? 
28 theſe are notorious facts. Deny them if you can. 
We are ready to give full proof of them. Where 
then is the bleſſedneſs you talk of ? where is the 
charity you boaſt of? do you not aim to impoſe _ 
upon mankind, by repreſenting yourſelves, as 
EEE _ 
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che only A estes hs tw | 


poſe) you,” the friends . * e, 


eution ? we do, with the thirteen” of voir” 
body, declare ourſelves to be utter enemies to 


all. kind of intolerance and perſecution, an 
ſtrenuous aſſertors af rational liberty, both civil 
And we will alſo admit Mr. my 
Wilton's amendment of this declaration, page 19, 1 
and add zealous promoters too. Of this We can 2 
give full proof in the whole of our | 
Produce an inſtance, if you can, of any hb 
have been perſecuted by us. Have we turned 


and religious. 


K 


informers againſt any, who have neglected to 


qualify themſelves according to law? had = 


petitioned that the penal laws might be put init 


execution, we might have been charged — L 
intolerance. But this is not the caſe, Nay, 5 
the ſword of perſecution were drawn even againſtt 
an Arian or Socinian, for his ſentiments, we 

would do our utmoſt to ſheath it. But we muſt 
diſtinguiſh between intolerance and the whole 

ſome laws of God's houſe. Many of you; who 
have joined in the late application, aſſert the right 

of the church to which you belong, to exclude 5 2 

any member who ſhall deny the doctrine of the 

Trinity. Why then will you petition, that'the 

church may be obliged to cheriſh in her boſorn;, 4 + 
| thoſe very perſons whom the apoſtle commands her 

to reje& ?. If the preſent penal laws are inconꝰ 
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ad, that under ſt 
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Il' But inſtead of this, you hae aimed. to ly the NE > 
3 i £ ax to the root of the Proteſtant religion; as though . "XR 
| yay! vere-weary of the doftrines of che wot _ 
"2 - ol willing to ſacrifice them at the ſhrine, of li- | 
= ph to pleaſe the common enemies of them, — + 
It * this account ſolely, we have entered, gun 
p - againſt your late pr 
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2 The liberty, which the enemies of the doctrines 


27 af the reformation have Jong enjoyed (call. it 


bY cbnnirance or vrhat you pleaſe) is a clear 


i that our government is averſe to 


I would have every man tolerated, whoſe = 
. yh bear tolerstion. Bus Ou, wile 
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frelter chcnifelvie under it. 
tolerated as an Arian, with all my heart; z but not 


T 56 * 5 
Tet in” Ariat 4s 


23 a Chriſtian preacher of the. d6&rines of che 


everlaſting goſpel, which are the principles of the 


reformation. If he is galled, let him pray for 
relief himſelf. Whatever you may think an 


| agree to, he ſhould apply in his own name, and 
not in mine: for I can never conſent to be held 
up to view, as one who openly joined the enemies 
of my Lord, and who deny his proper and eſſen- 


tial Deity, his atonement and juſtifying righteouſ- 


neſs: with thoſe that ſtumble at the word, and 


deny thoſe important truths, with which my pre- 
ſent comfort and eternal ſalvation are connected; 

and which are contained in the doctrinal articles 
of the church of England. I freely own, that T 


think, I ſhould not have ated a more inconſiſtent 


part as a miniſter of Chriſt, had I joined common 
ſwearers, and open ſabbath-breakers, in applying 
to get the laws repealed againſt profane ſwearing 
and fabbath-breaking, than in applying to get 
the effential doctrines of Chriſtianity ſuperſeded, 
under the ſpecious pretence of liberty. And I 
am perſuaded, that Proteſtant diſſenters in ge- 
neral, who are ſound in the faith, will juſtify my 

ſentiment. Is there no other way to let our 


moderation be known towards the enemies of 


Chriſt, but by heartily joining with them in 


—_— the — of our religion, and re- 


d i W 


moving 05 e Auch of che Chriſtiam - "4 
faith ? and muſt we do this with our own hands? 


Bo J f | hall we labour to byry theſe doctrines in oblivion, I ; 


leſt the ſight of them ſhould offend the enemies 
"2 them? O, tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 
t in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, that the pre- 
br friends of Chriſt have done this, left the 
. Heathen triumph! 1 3 55 
I ſhall only notice one ching more. 1 obſerve 
with what a degree of confidence it hath been 
aſſerted, that thoſe who have oppoſed the paſſing 
of the late bill, could be no ways affected by the 
ſucceſs of it. Mr. Wilton ſays, page 16, this 
queſtion was neceſſary, previous to an open oppo- 
ſition to the deſign of the bill; © will any evil ariſe 
<« to ourſelves from its ſucceſs?” I anſwer, much 
evil ; for to ſay little of the teſtimonial required, 
: of thoie that applied to qualify, which if it werenot 
; univerſally hurtful, it would have greatly affected | 
many individuals, And there 1s too great reaſon 
to believe, there was an evil deſign in the com- 
palers of it, againſt a ſet of men we have among 
us, by far more uſeful than themſelves. It is 
well known, Mr. Hitchin has made it moſt .- £_ 
clearly manifeſt, that perſecution againſt the me- _ 
thodiſts was ſtampt upon the firſt mode of appli- 
cation. Yet theſe very perſons (O how I admire . 
their art, but not their Chriſtianity !) yet theſe vv 
5 very perſons ery out againſt W and. s <0 
FEFöð' _ - 
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{pirir of intoleran®. [anda it muſt 4 allowed; 
they well know by experience the inward work- 
ings thereof. But to wave this matter. The 
natural tendency of the bill, ſtrikes at the very 
foundation of the Proteſtant religion; it puts the 
friends and enemies of it upon a level, and takes 
away the righteouſneſs of the righteous from 
them; it juſtifies a relaxation in reformation 
doctrines; it opens a door for the ſpread of in- 
fidelity; it arraigns and cenſures the conduct of 
our reformers, and repeals the a& of toleration, 
(that bulwark of the Proteſtant religion) in a very 
material part of it. Hence, as that which gives 
a ſhock to the whole body, muſt be ſenſibly felt 
by every member thereof : therefore, as members 
of the reformed church, we mult feel all the 
miſeries of it. I 

Will any gentleman then tell me, that I am 
no more affected by it, than the inhabitants of 
Berwick upon Tweed, would be, by a turnpike 
road being made between Saliſbury and Ameſbury? 
I will tell that gentleman, that ſome have been 
praying, that a turnpike road may be made, 
from the church of England to the church of 
Rome, that ſo all the trumpery which was ſent 
out of the land in king Edward the VIth time, 
may be brought back again with eaſe and expe- 
dition. I am ſure, one way to effect this is, by 
rect the Proteſtant dectrines of the re- 

formation. 
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Wilton in page 27, that both the nature and 
< the honour of our religion, claimed our con- 
< currence in this application:“ unleſs we re- 
verſe the words of the apoſtle, and read them 


thus, We can do nothing for the truth, but 


« againſt the truth.” This indeed your conduct 
hath fully verified. But it ſeems very ſtrange to 
us, that the nature and honour of our religion, 


ſhould claim our concurrence. in an application, 


which had infidelity ſtampt upon the very front - 
it. This, many truly honorable ſenators plainly 
| aw, and boldly declared in the houſe of commons; 
and therefore made a glorious ſtand for the cauſe 
of God and truth, in oppoſition to the infidelity 
of your bill. Thoſe truly venerable members, 
who ſo eminently diſplayed their attachment to 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity, in the houſe of 
commons; and thoſe noble lords, 'who' with fo 
great contempt, rejected your bill in the upper 
houſe, will ever be revered, by all who love the 
glorious truths! of the everlaſting goſpel, con- 
tained in the doctrinal articles of the church of 
England. But at the ſame time, that their truly 
Chriſtian conduct is an honor to them, it re- 
flects ſhame and diſhonor on thoſe, who profeſs 
to be miniſters of Chriſt, and of his goſpel, and 
pretend to believe the doctrines of grace, and yet 

were 10 charmed with the popular, licentious cry 
« of 


Inte the hands of the 2 Nat 152 e 
S ppolers of them. If ſuch be the nature and 
Honor of your all, _ Ladd: "deliver. 1 us 
8 And now, may the God 4 euch Sud 10555 bes - 
Sg * let and truth; may his righteouſneſs go forth "By 
Eo as brightneſs, 9d his ſalvation as a lamp that I 
( Wd. ;.and may he reſtore peace unto Zion, [ 

| and build. up Mie walls of Jeruſalem, and till 
continue to our happy iſle the ineſtimable bleſſing 3 
2 3k the goſpel,” and make us ever zealous for i ic 1 
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fol Winn of our gracious "Ov link God * 
long preſerve; may we ſee and prize our privi= 
leges more, and improve them better, and lead 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all ſobriety and 
godlineſs; may we fear God and the king, and 
meddle not with them who are given to change. 
80 prayeth one, who deſires to be Chriſt's faiths 
ful ſervant, both in life and doctrine. 
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